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Ti=r= := Ti t r  sr ;arc i - ty oi  e i icr : ts i ,o c lesc: : - ' r -be i ! := di  f  feren::+

hot, . raon -  r r= *r-=i* ; rS: . - rc la i iSl  COr;nt_a ieS af  EaSt=f: ' i  l lU.r :=- i . , .e ani  ih+I  Jvvrs

pr ivate/capi la l is t  countr ies in the west.  Mosl  ef for ts take as
their  point  of  departure the economic system and/or the pol i t ical
system. I t  is  poinled out of  course correct ly,  that  there is
"central ized planninq" in the east and predominant ly "market
economies" at  work in the west.  Essent ia l ly  th is is the di f ference
b+:tween Lhe free f low, wi th in and between countr ies,  of  product ion
factors and goods/services in the west and the direct .ed f low of
the same in the east.  However th is is not a very f ru i t fu l  way of
seeing the di f ference) the " f ree f low" of  market societ ies is al-so
direcLed, but as opposed t  the cent-ra11y planned economies the
direct ion is carr ied out by -r€rV many, some smal l ,  some big,
dj" f ferent decls ion makers,  some of them working at  cross purposes
with each other.  As a resul t  there is much more f low than
central ized planning is able to c i i rect ,  and the f low is more
diverse and has more diversi f ied consequences. The net resul t
tends to be over-product ion in the west and under-product ion in
the east.

Then there is the pol i t ical  system: Eastern
"author i tar ian/repress j .ve,  " Western E-r r  rnna

"democrAf i r : /nermiqsive-"  Acrain the formulas mav he +r- lc l  q imnl is1- i r -
Luurv/yurr(rr  r lLqi /

i f  by "author i tar ian" one refers to decis ion-making that cannot be
chal lenged, decis ions for which the decis ion makers are not
accountable,  then there is certainly much of  that  a lso in the
wesL; at  the micro- level-  of  the fami ly and the peer group, dt  the
meso--Leve-L of  the locaI communi ty and organi  zat  ions/associat ions,
and at  the macro- level  of  the corporat ion and the nat ion i tsel f
nct  to ment ion the region and the wor ld for  that  matter.  Tf  by
"democracy" one means parLic ipat ion in decis ion/making concerning
onesel f ,  and the very basic idea that decis ion-makers should be
accountable for  their  decis ions,  then this is certainly not found
in al l  human relat ions in the west ei ther.  But at  the top 1eve1
t-he west is probabJ-y more chal lenqeable and Eastern Europe more
a.thor i tar ian.  And then there is the equal ly important
toLal .  j  tar ian aspect :  decr s ion/makinq in Easl-ern Europe tends to be
"ol  e ' i  r :hoesr:hal  f  ef  -  "  1-c,  run in the same direct ion at  macro and meso
levels,  whereas this is not necessar i ly  the case in the west.  1f
the opposi te of  " total i tar ian" is "plural ist ic"  then that is
perhaps cl-oser to the essence of  the west than the not lon of
democracy,/ f  reedom" -  key decis ions in the west a re probabl  y made
by unac,rounlabl  e Lureaucrats and corporate nanagers anyhoi ' '
supported by an incomprehensible intel l igentsia.  I t  is  not  obvious

--hat they are more accessible than the apparatschiks found at  the
top of  the pol ice/mi l i tary/party complex in the east (which
incidental ly,  a lso exists in the west,  more dlscreet ly,  in the
background) .

But,  however th is may be, the quest ion is whether such
l ' rst  inct ions give an adequate insighL into the dai lv l ives of
people in Lhe two systems. Thus, i f  one does what is easi ly done
from the west,  and as many peopJ.e as possible should do (and very
often):  cross the border between the two systems, what is the most
str ik ing di f ference? Economic and pol i t ical  decis i -on-making are
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dr:  , ' . ' .  , ' . ' ;  lhe. '  : i ; -= -1-.r  be i  nf  e: : :e d,  r i€Y c. l ;  { : . { } t -  i - r* i+r :g
to ,  ra iae a-: :a dare.  Ai : ,3,  =s a . l " ie 3-*rcf i  a i  r 'h+ : i1ci3 e ;<is lsnt- ia i
levei  but  \ ierv reiated tc th is one: what Cc thcse pec,pie say t rho

cross for  qood, f rom the east to t -he wesL as [he opposi te f ]ow aL
present ia minimal or absent? How do they perceive the
di f ferences, what is on top of  their  mind?

How many t imes does one have to hear i t  to take the message
ser iously:  what is at t ract ive in the west is not necessar i ly  the
f readom i  n nol i t ical  and economic deci  s i  on-maki  no s ince most! !uuvvf(r  ! r f  vvlr

people know that th is f reedom can be exercised by very few people
anyhow and that the rest  wi l l  be carr ied by the f lows and ebbs and
turbulences of  Lhe currents caused by these decis ions. How many
t imes do we have to hear that  what is at t ract ive is something
eLse: the colors,  the sounds, the music,  the quick pace, the
sensual i ty,  the rhylhms of  the west -  to take i t  ser iously? Neon
I . ia l - r+- an/- l  n,r lnn qJ- nr- lz innq l -  ho ql-  rnnrr l r r  anlnrar i  nrn6r af  r -heUl inCr_L L91lL5 dl lL l  l lyrurr  JLvLNf 1IyJ,  LrLE JLrvrrYf J UVlVrsU [JqlJs!  vr  urrsw LrrY

9uff i ,  Lhese arc di f ferences of  key s igni f icance. And Lhere are a
(rrrrrnlp of  othef di f ferenCeS that are at  fha mnra:n: l rz l igSf leVel .uvuyru v!

In the astounding diversi ty of  goods avai lable in the shops eLc.
e-. /en a smal l  western v i l lage encountered a k i lometer or so beyond
aimost any east-west border a message is communicated of  ut i l tzed,
even over-ut i  I  ized human potent ia l - , '  of  Ihe possible.  The vi l lage
cn the other s ide has not only that  proverbial  grayshness,
drabness. There is also a hidden message here:  the underut i l ized
human por-enLial ,  Lhe monochromaLic human exisLence as opposed to
1-ha nni . r^ l . r -^-r1- ia. i  m:na nrnionfor- l  

^n 
J_ho r , racl-arn c j r la

Ll ie puIyul l IU. l t td.LIU l lL ld9c Pr(JJEULsu'JIr  u1.L wsrLsrrr  r fus.

This br ings me to th ink in terms of  two basic dimensions to
t-ry to catch some of the essence of  every-day l i fe:  the vulgar vs.
the restraj ,ned, and the pluraf  vs.  the s inqufar ( I  prefer those
terms as shorter versions for "pluraI ist ic"  and "s ingular ist ic") .
The analyt ical  problem, of  course, is what one should mean by
U*,!11 

^-F 
I tr /  uavo! .

I  would l ike to t ry to def ine i t  re lat ive to our senses:
qoai na l ro:r j  nn foal  i  nrr  ! - - ! :  - -  -"- .J qmel l  i  no Thc --"  1--*  i  ^

7 , ,vu, , l . r tJ7 rsuIrrrgr LdSL-Ll tg dl tL- l  ' " . :  Vur9dI rJ

crude and loud. The colors are shout ing,  the sounds are glarr-ng.
A1 L over the body the nerves are being Leased and Lickled,
st imulated and exercised -  e.g.  through unrestrained sexualJ- ty.
The tastes are stronq and monochromat ic,  s impl ist ic tastes l ik-e
the swee:s f  cr :  chi  1 i - :  en.  And t-he smel ls are al ,ways r-here,  &s a
prelude to other sensuaf percept ions.  Tt  rs Ltke exi t ing rrom a
' . rnr i  F ' i r rnno=n n l  rna r^r i  t  h SUbdUed f  eStf  a ined COIOf S and nOiSeS,. jvvv

almost no vi  brat ions,  re l  at ively pJ ural ,  complex Lasles in the
food, includinq the smel l -s to the glar ing vulgar i ty of  a US
ai rport ,  e,9.  JFK, wi th k i  ndergarten co1 ors,  the beginni  nq of
nion^. ,1_n., .1 r1- . i^  ^^+ -  - . , -nhnnrz hrr t  a car-nnhonrr :  i |  

-an 
be bfOkenIJI  >l tcyIdl lLI  .  LL I> l l \ rL o 

-y l l lPr lvrry 
vuL u vqevl . / l rv l ry,  f  L e

Ccwn into elemental  st imul i ,  each of  them loud and monochromat ic,
cr ; i  fooether - i  -  -  1.- in l - ' r .7 n ' l  r r ra l is t ic but alSO diSharmOnioUsyu- LvyLLr lur  L l l  O l laVl l lJ  y lurqf  r rLIv

total i ty.  Var iat ions over one theme: vulgar i ty.
On the oLher hand, Lhen, is the subdued, Possibly afso more

complex.  The ref ined as category seems to be based on subdued
colors,  sounds, feel ings,  tdstes and smeIIs;  less evj-dent,  and far
ore compiex in their  composi t i -on.  There is also much emphasis on
harmr,n\ /  , rm.. . 'n. . - '  tho rnmnonent^ _ r . . . i  ;^-n lzo,z anr- l  _.de avai labier rq l r i lUIr !  Crt tVtry Ll lg v9rrryvr l9rruJ,  Lr l l  d l l rUUEi l  NEy al lu L.U!
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only to Lhe in-rLiated, requir ing some search and sLruqqle to be
revealed. Again t -h i  s di f  f  ers f  rom the vulgar t i rat  demands no
explanat ion,  nc search for the latent and hidden -  only indulgence
in the immediate.  fn fact ,  there woul-d be even a cul t  of
' i  mmecl i  nr-rr  nf  the unmediated sensat ion aS in a rock'n ro11la lu l tvq:u9I 

'nerFnrm^n/-A -  l_n ,a I : r r re owfont a kerr  q.rrml-rnl  nf  . l_ha 1,raaf
t rLr lvI l t to l I9g Lv q aOlVs EAUEIIL a NUJ Jjrr | !v !  vr  urru WtjJL OJ JCEII

by the easL. For here i t 's  presenL, aI l  of  i t ,  at  the same t ime:
The sounds, even the vibrat ions so strong thal  they hammer on the
httman hoclrz-  tastes f  rom food and dr i  nks oninrzer j  r i r r r i  no f  he

t  uuJ LUr

nerf  ormanr:e- _ Smel lS f  rOm the mUl t i tUde nf  i  r rmn i  nrr  hrrmrn t ' rp i  nnq
t  vrLte!ru

Again,  compare this to the publ ic present at  a Phi fharmonic
concert :  subdued, resLraj-ned, compfex, sophist icaLed in search of
a hidden mean,ng (or at  I  easL prelenCing) .

The thesis is of  ccurse [hac vufqar i tv is a key aspect of  che
west.  And how cculd i t  b 'e otherwise? A system based on market
forces is a system based on giv ing people what people most
i  mmecl i ,a l -e lv w/-^f  -^r  Fr-^-a Can be nO dOUbt that  vUl rrar i  f  rz j  s 

^
j r rurruvlqLEf y wdl lLt  d l lL l  Lrrglg uol t  us I IU uuuuL Ll ldL vul \ jq l  ruy rJ a

demancl-  as seen hrr  the sales of  fhr .  nonrr ' l  : r -  r r r r l r r .ar  nresS and i tsvvr"e r  rv 
t

ivnnnr:nhrr  Of r-c.r t t rqc- f  he fef  ined haS i ts nrrhl  i r - -  i  I  s  marketevqlrvt  r r rurr \ lu,

more l imi ted but always there,  ds a counterpoint  to vulgar i ty.  I t
may be argued that one cannot have one without the other,  they
exisf  h iz rr i  r t r lg Of cOnLfast .  The Seafch fnr t l t lc ; r i t rz ^an narh:nq

L V,Y

be seen as something basic to human beings, dS also the search for
the ref ined, the subl ime. Problems ar ise when societ ies are
organized in such a way that only one of  the two is avai lable Lo
the members of  society,  or  to groups within society.

Thus, i t  may be argued, that  capi ta l ism by i rs very nature
produces such an overwhelming quant l ty of  vulgar i ty that  i t  is
di f f icul t  for  the ref iner l  and subl ime to take roots and grow up in
a suff ic ient ly protected manner.  This can be seen by the
c- i"  rcumstance that the groups that go in f  or  the ref  ined and
r  o c t  r  a i  n ar l!urrru\Jt

I  l - .n
Ll t=

r  rnna r-m i  r i r ' i  I  o and upper ^t  -^^^^UlqUU9J,

- j -ntel lectual /ar t is t ic c i rc les and monast ic/rel ig ious c i rc les tend
tn qonrocr l -o ' {_ homqr.  l r roq l_ n I  i tza rn:r t -  n- l - '  

- i^^- I  
I r r  l -n amorcnLv JU9!sVqLU LaavrrLuv t  vv f  f  vc o[ ,drL Ul l  Ly LrL\-dJ L\r l ld-L ry LU srt tErgu

f rom a total ly segregated, marginal ized surrounding. I t  is  a l -so
interest ing;  to note that  the restrained i f  certainly not ref ined
is al-so used as punishment in pr isor-r  and concenlrat ion camps.
f t l ' - , fh inrr  is  qrrnnnqer l  f , - .  he lorrrJ ravr-cnr nerhans- fnrr l  Smel lS -  but

then the vuLgar is supposed tcr  be posi t ive as a sensat ion,  not
negat ive) .  There is also a gradient in age and sex and class where
these things are concerned. Chi- ldren are supposed to be surrounded
by louder colors and sounds, r , . /omen by louder cclors than men
r rn l  oqq 1_ horz qr-^ {  } -^-^^ '1 " ,^ L-^ l^^^. i  

-^ f  . r  h inho r  11 = qqae and /r : ru--ruoJ Li lEy ocu Ll lc l l lJc l  vcJ dJ uErur19r l lv  Lv rrrvr lc!  urou-v*,

tc more advanced age-groups. And the lower c lasses are supposed to
be-precisely-vulgar.

In short ,  the lanquage of  sensual  st imul i  has a very cfear
sccial  grammar,  l ike most - languages.

How would th is be in Eastern Europe? I  would tend to sav that

a general  social  norm. What to people of  the capi ta l is t  west is
gray and drab is not onlV that:  i t  is  a lso the expression of  an
erfort  not  to y ie ld to "market forces,"  noL to make vulgar i ty
king. And: i t  is  an ef for t .  lo abol ish the lower c lasses by

there is an ef for t  to cul- t ivate the restrained and the ref ined as
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abcl is i . ,  i ,E one of  ih+ landmarks,  , , .Lgar l  1,y.  l ic ' -  . ;n l - . , , '  ar t  l i re
prcduc-,*s iess vulqar j -n the ser: ise cef ined abovet rhe ef icns to
m:ke nennl  e l^ , , , , ,  + l - .^^^ *-^- i  r t r - f  q 1_ hr-  oni  f  r . rmru nf  r r l r ' l  n:r i  I  rz in f  l rcr l ruAU lrLUpru ,JUy Ll tU-C lJ lvUuULJ, Ll lL-  sIJrLUl l ty UL VUIVG- .-  *J

west,  cof f rnercial  propagancia,  (shr i l l  voices,  loud colors,  etc.)  is
l . , r r r ro l r r  :hqanl  ar  -  r thon i t  : r j r ' \A1rq -  nr1" ;^ 

-  
l - i^L- l \ r  roqf  r : inar lLqrysly o!JsrrLt  uI  wr lEr l  iL aPPEorJ ul lay f t l  a l rJ_9l tay rEJulqlr lcu

form. When meaning is at tempted conveyed through vulqar i ty i t
comes out as stupidi ty:  commercial  messages in the west are and
cont inue to be insul ts to the human mind. Their  absence in the
c:qf  hnr^rerzor i  c / - . - \mrronq:J- ar ' l  Fnr hrz 2 ^ a\y roqrrnnr i i  nn qf  r rn i  r l i  J-  r ;  i  n

,  
LLV 

'  

LJ

nol i f  ic : l  maqa:Aac And t-haq6 qln6ranq :ro nnnr leruar, i  in rrrr - l  c: r  r^r : \ rq
uvLf LIUqa r t tEoJOVUJ. nl lU Ll lgJL Jrv\JurrJ uru uvl lvEygu I l l  vurYq! wuJJ.

One cannot say loud colors in plural  s jnce there is only one color
used, red, buL vulgar in iLs s i rnpl ic i ty,  l i teral ly speaking, iLs
monochromat ic i ty.  Of course the west has something corresponding
to th is:  the stupidiLy of  pcsters dur ing elect ion campaigns can
wel l  compete v/ i th the correspondl  ng stupidi ty in the east as
insui ts tc t .he human mind. Unref  lected, s impl j -st ic messages of
one, two, maximum ten words never intended to br ing th inking any
forward- tn invi te to a dialnor ie-  or  th ' i  nos nf  fhat  k incl  -  A far :e-Ll l+l lY!uvv,

the name of part ies,  lhe word YES! -  that  is  the level  of  fa l th in
the electorate communicated by the f ree wcr ld.

So, by and large, the east appears as more restraineo. ls i t
a lso more ref ined? In a sense, y€s.  There is a paral l -e l  between
sccial ism in the east and Christ ianl ty j -n both east and west.
There is a hidden meaning, a Message ( in Chr isLianiLy "Message"
spel ls "Messiah" )  There is a meani ng in history,  there is
movement,  there is progress.  The sociaf  potent ia l  wi l l  unfofd
i tsel f  wi th the release of  the product ion forces, f rom thc
shackles of  capi ta l ism. The party wi  I  I  fead not only the
profetar ia l -  but  a lsc the scientr f ic- technical  revolul , ion (STR) t r :
e\ /er  h i  r rhor f  OrmS of human exis l_et- ice.  Tnere is a Code- a Vo' , t, ' -Y, ," Iuv 'g] . ' "y

avai lable to t -hose ' " rho sear jJn 'v; i tn an cpen min: i ,  Eu--  f  or  h istcr ' r '
to unfold i tsel f  a certain restraint  toCay is needed. One cannct
just  d ive into strong sensat ions,  indulge both in them and the
n!^onarranda f  nr  thpm r"r i  f  h ncl  sc:  r r -h -  nrr  i  nf  ernref  , r f  j  on.  And inu t  vuqYqrrvq r  'Y 

r  L,  r  Jvs L v,  
' ,  

yr  L Lu L

t -h is search for the real izat ion of  the ref lned and the subl ime the
ref ined in art  and cul ture 1n general  is  a better guide than the
vrt loar-  The rrrr loar Ie,rds i -c cur la i lment of  the human notenf ia l  -
i -he ref ined to i ts expansion. The vulgar feads to contentment wi th
status quo; the oversat isfact ion of  the senses paralyses higher
nrtrqrr i1-q nnl  i j .  in: l - l rz r-rr l t r r r : l  l r r  

^aronn: l  
l r r  \ / r r la:r i f  17 f  r rnr-J_ innquu!JurLJt  pv L-L LIUdl ly,  UUILUI OIIJVt yEtJUl lC1 l ry.  VL, l rgdLf uy !urrUurvlrO

as a t ranqui l  LZer I  an anaesthet ic.
What is seen 1n Eastern Europe, the high-quat i ty programs on

radio and televis ion,  people reading everywhere, in Lhe queues for
l l4eq in the v i ' l  lages, in the subway in Moscow * in general ,  the
much higher level  of  ccnsumptron of  ref ineci  cul ture than i r i  the
rvest -  is  compat ib le wi th what has been said above. From a
(vulgar)  western point  of  v iew i t  is  the lnevl table outcome of a
severe cut in the suppJy of  vulgar goods and serv-Lces: people have
nothing else to do so they can just  as wel l  read Pushkin and enjoy
t t / Iaz arr  cnmnor_i t iOnS. NO doubt there iS SOme truth tO that
exnl  :n; t  i  nn BUt there iS SOme truth to fhe onnos i  fe ^"^r  -^ -+ i  ^-s^yIat l<1 l . - IUl l .  uuL LlrErs rD JvrrLs L!uLlr  uv Ll lE v l /yvaaLc gAyfarraLrul l t

ihat  of  compat ib i l i ty  between the search for the ref ined and
ir idden social  code and the search for a code in a ref ined piece of
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cul t - i l re.  There is scmethinq the ieadership r . idr : . r -s to obtain.
Hovre. ,e.r ,  h i raLe'Je.  iL is,  their  suc, . -ess wi l l  a lways Le I in iceC Lo
the extent that  Lhey ful ly re lease or cuL ouL completely the
vulgar opt ion,  precisely because they do not see i t  as an opt ion
but as an al ternat ive and are convinced that i t  wi l l  wipe out
everything ref ined that they ever do, by st i f l ing any social
in i t iat ive.

And here comes a key di f ference between the west and the east
of  Europe. In the west there is,  as ment ioned, a c lass gradient:
vulgar i ty for  the masses, the ref ined for the upper cfasses. By
and large the correlat ion works perfect ly,  and suppl  i  es the upper
classes with a languaqe of  intercourse, vehic les of  communicat ion
not avai lable to the common people in general .  What i t  means can
nl o:r l  r r  ho seen comparing lower c lass restaurants and
esLabl ishments jn general  wi th those for the higher c lasses: jusL
compare the colors and the sounds along the dimensions of
I  

^ , , , - .1^^-^ 
*^^^^] . rnmr* . i  

^ . i  
+. ,  

-^^ 
, - l  i  

-h ' ,  
/V--

l  JLl l - l l lv>>, l t t \ r l l (JUt l l (J l t tc l  L l -u l  Ly c1 l lLf  \ . r rDrro Ll t lvrry /  )  Lo t  | twtty .

But that  does not mean that there is no such correlat ion in
Eastern Europe. To the contrar:y,  in my exper ience the correlal ion
is there but i t  works exact ly the cpposi te way: the restrained and
subdued for the people in general ,  vulgar i ty as an upper c iass
mononolrr-  seeirerr : fecl-  h i . ld--  €*^* ! r^^ Co to ther i rvrrvyvry,  oEVIE9oLcu, 11rul lUl t  dWdy I IL/ [LL LI tC t t lc l>5C5.

resf  : i r ranf  q.  -  F\ /Fn the shoos f  or  the few and the di f  ferenCe issru,ruut

clear f rom the very beginning: br ighL JighLs, f lood l ights,  f lood
sounds i - f  that  could be the expression, s imple tastes and sme11s,
abundance. Even higher fevels of  p leasure have always been at  the
disposal  of  e l i tes so that i  s hardly anything new. I t  is  the way
this is at  var iance with of f ic j -a l  doctr ine t l ' rat  is  interest ing.  By
def in i t ion mainly el i t -es have the opportuni ty to t ravel-  to Western
Europe and North America and sample vulgar i ty,  unobserved, aL
their  own discret ion.  This rr ld1z be habi t - forming. Upon return they
may create wei l  isolated cel ls of  - ru lgar enjol 'ment at  home.
F,xarnnl  es of  th i  c owi qj-  nFrr--^^ ^--+ i  ^ . ' r  r - l  \ /  in f  he SoViet  UniOn.L^oI.Ll . , rsJ v!  LI t fJ €AIJL7 yEf r IAPJ POrLlr-UfO^fy ! l l  L l ts Jv

But that  has a very important consequence: vulgar i tV becomes
r rewa rr- l  -  qnmef h i  no r-rne mi oht hone Ior -  An nnner r- l  :  <g restaurantJ !vYYur v '

in the Soviet  Union shows considerable s imi lar i ty to a lower c lass
restaurant ln the west.  The l ine taken here is not that  th is is
because the Soviet  Union is more poor -  the comparison also holds
relat ive to countr ies in the west poorer,  on the average, than the
Soviet  Union. What th is impl ies in terms of  pol i t ical  and cul tural
schizonhrcnia is e:s i ' l  rz seen: one cannoL use some of the kev

-"_Yl l

qrrmhnlc nf  J_ho 
-^ i -^^^i- f  

i^- l l ' '  
-nr l  

na' l i I i r - : l I \ /  qnaAkinn :cJjrrwv*J u.L Ll lC d. l lLdgLJI l . . j -5 i .  =\-Ul ILJl l i I \ ,d l fy olru }JvrrLruorrJ J}JEq^rr lV qJ

a rewarci  wi thout inst i l l ing some doubts as to who is the real
:nf  :nnni  q1_ An| m61ra nrrr f  arrnj l  r t .  i  F rr t t l^ : r i  l - . ,  ic  r  l  rahnrr i  l  i -arur.uqvvrrrJL.  nrMr l t tuLC L,rL/rLrt . t l I \ . - r Iy.  r  L VuryoLaLy LJ o Ll  o l tvulLLLvI t

then the upper c lasses in the east have somethlng in common with
the lower cfasses in the west;  sat isfact ion wi th status guo.

And that is exact ly what must have been a major force working
psychological ly inside bhe Lhousands or mi l l ions,  when one
includes Eastern Germany, who "voted with their  feet"  and went to
the west.  I f  a l l  these goodies,  here descr ibed as vulgar,  are good
enough for the el i tes of  the social ist  countr ies,  then they must
also be good enough for Lhe ci t izens. Tf  bhey are not avai lable,
then go where they are avai lable !  And that also explains some cf



]
the *qi ,-c i : ; - , i1, .- i iar i t  ,  . : l l r t  r r- .v '  - i  - ;* . i .  i lasi=:r :  ccuttr  ies cal l r ic i  sr,  cF th=
l-or.g-. ; ;  ; - ;  - : ; t  

- , r ,3:r*  s i ;p*,  LL'pr:** ; i : lg the E33i , is  a isc di 'cLr;ac:€
in Lhe wesL, even in suf  [ j  c  lent  quant i ty and Lechnical  qual i ty.
The colors matter,  the sounds, the smel ls I t  is  not  merely a
quest ion of  being r ich,  or  eccrromic growth.  Along such l ines
Eastern Europe is not necessar i ly  doing that badIy,  of  course
depending on which countr ies in the east one is comparing with
v. 'h ich countr ies in the west .  (Right now Hungary and Bulgar ia are
showcases, '  Poland and Romania certainly not) .  But the di f ference
st i l l  remains that Eastern European goods are instrumental ,  a
bread is just  that ,  a supply of  calor ies i t  is  not  a message
carr ied in the wrapping paper of  loud voices,  in the texture of
the nanor m:d^ +^ ^1 ^-^^ the hand caressi  no i  f .  i  n qhnrf  -  t  heLlrg IJAVgr r t lq\- lU L(J l j f  

CA-C LI IU l lot lu UAILJJ Lr ly I  Lt  I  L l  J l lv t  uf  L l lu

immor. l  i : fo ovr-rraqq' i  r ro aqner-J-  i -  1^:ni t - : I iq j_ r-nmnef i1-Ln d CdlJILci*--- ,  -* : IVe eCOnOmy

of whatever commodity one buys. One may decry that  th is should be
of any signi f icance at  a l l ,  but  thaL wiI I  hardly change the
matters the fact  remains that capi ta l ism is so much better in
adclrcssino the senses - in ar i  unmediaLed manner ihrorol-  i I^  ' - " r^--uuv!cDortrV LrrC >UI l>g> al l  d l l  Ul I I t tCUroLsU l i lGr l r tu!  L l l !vuVrl  A LJ V UIYOr

under- and over- tones than social ism.
But could social ism not bui ld i t ' i  n1- n l_ ho nrnr j r rn1_ cimnl rz

u!vuuu u rrr t (yr  1

i_hrnrrnh nl :nninn? Thar;  nrrh:hlu nnl l ' - l  lnr l  J_horr  A\rAn. - -  -JdUIy e uu I  u t  a.--  - . , - r  mdYr SOOne f

or later.  But for  th ls to happen the planners have to become
ci i f  ferent.  Whoever has met a plann?r i :  r -he east,  ot  a high I  e- . 'eI ,
wr l i  probabiy agree thac i t  is  not  through this channel  the f loods
of vulgar i ty would be opened. fc is not necessar i ly  because the
nl.annar iq.  : r r : inqt  l - r r r f  q imnlrr  her- :nse he ie nof r- :n.alr le of  qorrr ino
yf urrrru!  uYsf rrr  u

as a vehic le for  that  f lood, usual ly not having suff i .c ient  wel l
developed sensual  del ights inside him/hersel f .  L ike their  Western
counterparts they are somewhaL on the dry s ide.  A younger
dAna-rr inn af  

^nnFretqr-hiks 
WhO ha.;e bCuohr t  he f  r r r i tS Of weSLefr .

r r t t loar i f , r  whe^ ^^e+r^r^^r ' l  n^ in nnnfa-enceS Wit-h Lhei f  fe l lOWv urvu! !  LJ wrrc l l  yor Lrur}Jq LI l rv f  r r  uvl l !  E!

technocrats f rom the west may alsc at  some point  decide that what
js good for them is also good for Lhe people,  what sui ts the
clanner should also sui t  the pJ.anned. But on the way up through
lhe planning hierarchjes that  type of  sent jment may get lost  and
the few who f inal ly arr ive in posi t ions reserved for gerontocrats

^+-, .  . . . i !L the subdued and monochromaf 
. j  r - .  Ranksfaoe nf  ^nr l rcorL ldy >Ldy WIL-t l  L l lC JL]LJuucu d11u i iLUirUUrlrvrLtqLiv.  uGUnJuuyut v!  uvu!JLt

+l^^, .  
- - . ,  

1-- , ,^  i l - rc i  v.  r r r r l  c: r i  j_ r :  ror^rrrrJq :nr- t  nnn nn nnn j  
- . l i  

nn thorr  : raLj ley f t tcty I ld.Ve Lr lEr!  vurVur !L_V !swo!ur urru Ul lu uy t luL!uatrV LlrEy o!s

too good for common people.
Ment ion was made above of  the d- iversi ty of  western capi ta l ism

and the wav i tc rJ i  snl  arz of  crnnci  s ancl  sFrVices ServeS aq a mFqq.a.rA*uyVaJyrqj

of human potent iaf ,  of  potent ia l  unl in i ted.  I t  is  rnterest ing in
this connect ion to look at  the leading newspapers in the easL, the
parIy newspapers.  They are subdued in Iay-ouL, hiqhly
monochromat i -c in message. In fact ,  they are very s imi l -ar  to
Christ ian newspapers and magazines, part icular ly the smal l  ones
nrrhl isher- l  hrz lor-al  r - r lncrrecrAt innq: \ /er \ /  subdued -Ln fnrm hinhlv.  " ,^Y

moncchr:oma1-ic in message. The message is always Lhe same. One
sermon over the radio or the press does nol  d i f fer  much from the
next, '  dt  least  not more than one edi t lon of  Neues Deutschland
cl i f fers f rom the one the day before.  The reason for thrs is c lear:
i t  is  not  so much a quest lon of  conveying news from a shi f t ing and
r -nmnl aw urnr l  r l as to convey the single hidden message, the key to



the crder i  n t ] - re chacs -  a.rain dlrd agairr  anci  again
roqtr l '  6{-  

'  . ' . { " : tTr f , r t i , f r is
-- . .1 l -5=t *)  l iu-CrJvi t t r  roLrVJ=.

B
The net

The escape from tha*u fat igue wi l l  take the form of inCulgence
and vulgar i ty,  for  the el i tes,  in a hidden form for peopl-e in
cjeneral ,  as a refuge. And that vulgar iLy wi l l  Lhen be over-valued,
i t  wi I I  be seen as profundi ty,  as " f reedom". Deep wi l l  be the
ci-sappointment when confronled with capi ta l isc real i ty,  wi th the
err ipt iness behind and below that layer of  prof  ani ty.  And that may
react ivate the search for ref ined profundi ty,  in pendular moves
1-^r, ,^^^ +l-^ +irJcLwuurr Lrrr :  uvr/o €Xtremes, unable to enioV eclect ic combinat ions of
them both.

Is there some kind of  predict ion one could make in th is
connect ion? The west can hardly af ford Lo give up vulgar i ty,
essent ia l  as iL is to the whole compet i t ive capi ta l is t  enterpr ise.
As that enterpr ise goes into ever deeper cr is is the supply of
vulgar i ty wi l I  probabiy become even more pronounced, helpinq make
people want products to the point  of  real ly demanding them on Lhe
markeL in spi te of  pr ices go-Lng up, buying power going down, and
ryrrr l  i l_ rz nnccihlrr  e lsn ooinn clown_ A corrnier-nninf  l9 th iS Wi l l
Yuqrf  uy yvJJrvf l

onl v he Fortncl  
^mclno 

f  hose who mOf e or leSS COnSCiOuSl. ,  nnl  nt t f  nf
I  "Y

the capi ta l is t  structure to the extent they are permit ted to do
so. fn recent years i t  a l ready looks as i f  the "green" in fact  are
iess colorful  than the blue and the red surrounding them, c l inging
tc more conservat ive,  ref ined and restrained values of  t -he
exist ing social  format ion,  e.g.  in music.  An except ion is made for
f  o l -  k lore,  though .

In the east one miqht speculate that  the leadership may have
to rel inquish some of i ts f i rm control  over vulgar i ty and release
:r- iore of  i t  to the people.  One is reminded of  the complaints of  the
Cuban refusees whc j ,n 1980 f led to the United States:  not only the
iack of  Jpportuni ty Lc p-rc\ze cnesel- f  as economical  and pol i t ical-
entrepreneur,  but  a lso the lcnginq for the unproblemat ic and
unmediated. A restaurant on the pavement in one of  La l labana's
broad avenues, wi th an orchestra playing shr i l l , ,  uncompl icated
tunes and not necessar i ly  fo lk lore,  s imple,  colorful  food wi l l
sooner or later be a necessi ty -  maybe i t  shculd already have
happened many years dgo. But for  the el i tes,  wi th their  skept ic ism
', i  fhe neonle.  fhre worr le l  a l reer ' - j rz he !-oo fnuCh of  an inviLat ion to

IJLvyru,  /  - , - -

f  ho nef f  r r -hnrrrr lFni  s ie-  to f  hp neonl , -  who r+i  l l  qhrr  no means toLrfu yuLUj vvu!\ juvrrrur t /vvYr.v

promote their  counter-revolut ionary act iv i t ies.
In other words,  there may be some mater ia l  here for  the

famous convergence thecry:  r -he point  of  converqence is vuiqar iLV,
of  course associated with the center of  capi ta l ism in i ts now
classical  form, America (wi th Spanish pronunciat ion;  l ike in West
Qi r io Qrarrz\  'ne:ni  no f  he l ln i ted StateS. The on lv inf  er^^+ r  ' . -  +r-  i *^
. l IL lJLWLy )  t  l r rLorrrrry urru wrr IL( ;L l  JLoLsD. r , . -  

- . . -J -EDL-Ll f9 L1lJ11 j

is  that  "Americanizat ion" seems to be compat ib le wi th qui te a lot
. - t f  d i f  ference in econom-Lc and pol i t  ical  organ j  zat ion appeal ing as
i t  does to a comrnon, vulgar i ty-or iented basis rather than to
pol i t ical  or  economic phi losophy, or such high-sounding matters.

The social ist  countr ies have on their  program, and as a major
goa1, the New Man, el  hombre nuevo. He and she wi l l  have
sol idar i ty and achievement bui l t  into them as a matter of  course,
fostered throuqh vears of  social ist  compet i t ion.  The forces of
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naL j i= wr l -  be har:r :sse, l  as Lhe pr: . i  ic : , ic i .  : ' ) t  :es =re -reieased and
t ied .uo : : le r ls. .qh:s and techni-qLres +i  :h= scient i f ic  anci
technological  revoluLion -  Ieading humankjnd forrvards,  towards not
only sat isfact ion of  basic needs but ever higher levels of
rof  i  namant-  

-ot  on I  r r  ns c1^1nSumef S bUt also as nrnr- lp1. 'FrS. ThaL SOmervrrrur l  L t

of th is is not impossibl-e is seen in bhe test imony g-Lven by many
of Lhe rel ig ious orders,  part icular ly the monast ic ones, in human
history.  To them the same appl ies as to of f ic ia l  social ism in the
east:  i t  is  not  that  they cannoL be vulgar or do the vulgar
f  h" i  nr< -  i  t .  i  q merel  r r  1-h; f  f  herr  r - ln nn1- w:nt  to do So,u 

'  
l  I  l  .Y J ,

But exper ience seems also to show that the condi t ion ls to
qiA' , /  c lnqor j_n n:J_rrre r- lnqpr i -n nr imr-:rr l ' i  : l  hrrm:n f f ra) l rnq in nl_herJuq] ' j lquuLv,""y

words a greener type of  sociaf  format ion.  The more processing
takes place through industr ia l ism and dlv is ion of  labor wi th
professional ists,  the more the social  format ion at ta ins blue and
^ i^1 '  -^ ' i  *^d r-o l  ors -  f  he more the rr t t l  r r , r r  qoemq to be an}Jr t tL qr lu rEu uvrvrJf  ur lg r i lv !g Lr lg vufvqr Dggl lL-

unavoidabfe byproduct.  Could i t  be,  just  as Ior  Ehe Middle Ages,
that the vuJ-gar and the ref ined are so dialect ical ly intertwined
that one cannot have one without the other? Was the loudness and
vulgar iLy of  popular manifestat ions in the Middle Ages a resuf l  of
f  he hearzrz sorf  i  no thaf laav nl  :na ' . 'hen monast- ic orders werer ruq v J rv!  LrrrY

esLabl ished and large segmenLs of  Lhe populat ion wi thdrew to the
restrained and the ref ined? And could the same be the case in the
social ist  countr ies,  that  as lhe populal ion is forced into the
^ ' ' - '  r  - - r^-r  ^rd raql  r^ ined, i f  nCL n€Cess.tr i lv  rhe rpf , inod ihpl ' /UIaLGIIJ\-Oa GrlU lgJLIaf l IE: l t  I l -  l lVL i .=UC !gLf l lEuT Ll lU

o.1 i ieq l^ ' .2 r i ia1-ggl i6 l teCeSSif  r , '  harre i . i  l -end LOWardS l [g rrrr loar"  And

could that  explain some of their  jokes, d certain roughness, an
uncouth behavior,  their  search for western commodit ies wi th rock
ror-nrdq end ieans as f  he t izn i  r -e l  ev,amn- es? HOwever thaf  m,arz he- i  Iu9,

cannot be easy to produce New Man within industr ia l  societ ies,  to
bui ld on pur i tanism when that social  format ion is so capable of
Satisfv jno pypnt-  i r r  r -ha nnhnSite.oqLaDr yf  1 lv EAauLry LlrE u-t : /_t /u.

In conclusion, let  me try to summarize and pursue the type of
reasoning a l i t t le fur ther.  What has been explored here is another
type of  East-West dimension, the vulgar vs.  the ref ined and the
restrained. I t  has been pointed oul  that  capiLal ism, being markeL-
or iented and based on a minimum of restraints in the conquest of
r - r rqfc\marq ur i I I  l -onr i  f . \  :nno: l  to rzrr l r r : r  Iaqioq 1_n fha hirrhlr rluuuv.rrvrJf  LuuLvrt

qimnl iqt in Mrrnh nf  tho:nn^a'1 in n:njral iqm :n|  hrr  imnl in:r ionr l l lLylaJLrU. L ' luel l  UI LI tE qI / lJvAr I t l  UOVrLAf.rJ lLt t  Ol lU Uy Ll t t |J Lf  9OL Lvl l

r :n i r - r l ic t_ nnrrnl-r iac l iaq nro- iqolrr  in fha.z,r ln:r i j
-"  cap_LLarrsL 

--qrre!avv,  -  r r  Lr)e vulgar r ty.

Social ism, on Lhe other hand, based as i t  is  on planning and
^+-+^ *^^^*^1' l  heharzior-  c loes not have to oirre in 1-o thc.zrr l f ia- .JLdLE l l lUl lUP\-J. l )  vJEJ I IUL l lOVg Lv Vf vE f l r  Lv ul lE !u lgql  .

At the same t ime there is a pur i tan tendency and a c lose l inkage
to general  Chr ist ian moral i ty,  of ten a certain boy/gir l  scout ism
in the communist  youth organizat j -ons which would steer act iv i ty
; ' rJd1u from vulgar i ty.  The resul t  would be restraint ,  somet imes a
:ertain ?reyness whjch wi l l  look shabby and dreary to eyes and
ears (anC noses) used to capi ta l is t  colors,  sound and smel ls.  This
onens f ,nr  j -he ra Fi  nar l  +-  ha sten f  rom I-he reSLrained tO the f  ef  ined,  u i lv

hoi nn r-nnqi  r^ lor ;h l  iz  shnrf  er  than f  rom the rzrr l  na r  f  o f -he ref  ined.
The resul t  is  a hiqh fevel  of  ar t  publ ic ly dispLayed or avai lable
af \ rFr\ /  lnw r :osts -  a fanLasLjc achievement \ /erv insrr f f jc ient lv

^:  ^!^ '  t  n the west exr-enf hv a l  I  t .hOSe WhO wif  h nl  easl t r€rdlJIJTCL-IdLCU l- i t  L l lE wcJL cAUcyL pJ qrr  LI IUJU WIlLJ WlLrr  yrLuJu!u
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spencl  m, lney in th* east o.r  ver y ref  ined ar- t  bccks,  records,
musicai  instrument= reJ- i -shing the g. :cC buys rat-her 1-. i ran the
art ist ic value, raised as ther-  are j -n capi l -a l rst  scciet les.  Both
systems use this dimension in their  c l -ass structures:  the ref ined
and un-resLrained (e.9.  in sexual iLy,  in gourmand cooking) in Ehe
west,  the vulgar and unrestrained as a reward in the east -  makinq
avai l -able to the higher c lasses what is avai lable tc the l -ower
classes in the wesL. For publ ic display comes highly ref ined
versions of  the unrestrained, Like the excel lent  rock fest ivals
and )azz restaurants in Ber l in (DDR). The ref ined is also
a' i r , r ' i  l :h l  c-  amnl rz-  i  n f  he east in the form of \ /erv l "  i  -L -"-  I  i+"qvarrou!9,  o l r r}Jry I  J\ t  L l lu goJL f11 LJrE Lvrrr l  u!  vEr)  r l I9r I  l f | . ]Ar l  Ly

restoraLions or upkeep of  o ld European monuments,  including whole
r r r r : r ]_orq nf  n i

- - t ies as opposed to the vulgar americanizat ion that
nas done so much to deslroy Western Europe, wi th the high J-oad of
McDonald 's and other k inds of  hamburgers,  wi th a layer of  tornato
kctr-hrrn r-olnrfr r l  crrFasv -^.J ^-^r ' r ' -  - I1 r l \ /er-  wi fh hotel  andAgLLrrU|Jt  UUIU!Iuat Y!uqJJ dI lU JlLlgf  ay d ' -

restaurant chains displaylnq their  cofors much l ike ln a
kindergarten.

Ei ther s ide may seek refuge -Ln the olher.  The present author,
r , rhen want inq a rendez-vous wiLh his own f  ather 's generat ion,  or  in
oeneral  \^r i fh 1_he F-.rrrnno nF r-rr l t r r re-  taste:nel  sfrz le. t ravels toUqlgq!v,UU]rg,

F-:qtarn F-rrrnno Mrr r .n- l  lo:anroq i  n 1- he "r^ ^ '^  rL ^"  - ' - - !laoLsl l r  Lulv[J- .  . .J :J---  gd5L, wl lULl  LI Iey Wclt lL d

rendez-vous with the future/  t ravel  west -  i f  they can/ or may.
Both may express what they do in pol i t rcal /economic id iom; what I
sug'gest is that  other dimensions are al-so operat ing.

Of course al- l  of  th is appl ies more to the bigqer,  and less to
the smal ler ,  counLr ies.  The smaf ler  countr ies in the west have
general ly more cul tural  stamina to put up agajnst  vulgar i ty -  look
at Iceland, or the Faeroy Is lands ,  for  instance !  The smal ler
countr ies in the east may be less afraid of  some vulgar i ty.  In
n1_ hc -  '^rcr  rdq I  L^ -^ -^^F i  nrr  o rorrncl  s And there is a t remendousuLl lur  w\ l IuJt  Lt lcrE arc r l rssLrrr9 v iuurrsJ.

crrorrncl  f  or  ^- ' f  i^^ ' , l i th east learn ino f  rom the smal ler\ - , ,JLvurru !v!  uUUVgrOLMrt w!Ll I  sooL !so! I ITI IY ! !v l l t

countr ies in the west -  when possible -  to enjoy a minimum neasure
cf  the vulgar,  and the west learning from the smal ler  cor. . rntr ies in
the east how to preserve betLer the past,  how not to give in to
ever i r th ino rrrr l r r : r  hnur fo m^r.^ ^^^-r^ -*nreciafo the refrned evenuvc!JLrr f r rV vur9d.I ,  l l \JW LU l t tdNc Pc\/yrg GyIJruu!uLL Lrru

i . 'hen Lhe vulgar is avai lable -  e.  g.  through the simple means of
r i : f ferenl ia l  pr ices.  Have your vulgar i ty,  but  pay for i t !  (and use
the money to subsidize the ref ined).

The trouble is,  of  course, that  the vulgar i ty in the west is
an almost automat ic consequence of  capi ta l ism and the restraint  in
the east a consequence of  a lower level  of  af f luence -  hence these
may be vices or deeds of  necessiLy rather than choice.  Maybe, they'
can nevertheless be ref lected upon. And in that  ref lect ion,  east
and west coulC discover something else to do than to iament each
other 's pol i t ical  and economic systems, extol l ing one's own. There
is more to Europe, east and west,  than pol i t ics and economics
alone -  Lhere are more, and possibly equal ly imporLant,  east-wesL
dimensions.


